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8th Annual Diabetes Patient
Education Symposium

Saturday, February 27, 2010
Bearden High School
8:00am - 2:30pm

Featuring 
exhibits 

from leading 
pharmaceutical 
companies and 

local area health 
& wellness 

leaders.
On-site 

screenings 
available include:
• Blood glucose
  meter checks

• Blood pressure
• Bone density

• Eye exams

Educational seminar incorporates locally recognized 
diabetes and health experts:
Endocrinologist, Dr. Amit Vora
Cardiologist, Dr. Jerry J. Crook
Nutritionist, Elizabeth Giamis and
Exercise Specialist, Michael Shipe

Registration is limited, cost is $5.00
(Includes box lunch) 

Register by phone: 524-7868, Ext. 3343

Roofing 
& 

Siding
repairs & installation

924-5119

SPORTS NOTES
Karns Ball Camp softball for girls ■  will hold signups every Satur-

day in February, and on Friday, Feb. 26, at the concession stand of 

Ball Camp Park. Info: www.teamz.com/KBCS or 936-5227.

CYF tackle football ■  is now registering players for 7-, 8- and 

11-year-old teams. Roster openings are limited. All practices are 

held at CAK in West Knoxville and players will receive Nike uni-

forms. Info: Jeff  Taylor, 765-2119.

Free quarterback and wide receiver camp ■  is 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays, 

March 9, 16, 23 and April 6, at CAK game fi eld. Rusty Bradley will 

conduct the camp for current 5th, 6th and 7th graders only. All 

players should bring cleats, and quarterbacks should bring a ball. 

There is no fee for this camp, but donations will be accepted to 

help cover the cost of the camp. To register: Jeff  Taylor, 765-2119.

Marvin 
West

If you are inclined to now 
and then cross your fi ngers 
and make a wish, be advised 
that Dennis Rogan needs 
your immediate support.

Rooting for Rogan 

The former Fulton High 
and Tennessee football war-
rior goes this week to India-
napolis for a fi ercely intensive 
job fair that could change the 
remainder of his life.

Rogan will participate in 
the NFL scouting combine, 
four days of physical and 
mental tests, interviews and 
evaluations – before a few 
hundred coaches, execu-
tives, doctors, lawyers and 
merchant chiefs – to deter-

mine how fi t he is for the big 
league.

Dennis forfeited his senior 
season of eligibility to make 
this leap of faith, this second 
step toward a pro career. 
He played well enough as a 
versatile Volunteer, corner, 
safety and kick returner, to 
earn the combine invita-
tion. He needs to score high 
enough in this opportunity to 
be drafted and offered a de-
cent contract. 

Combine results suppos-
edly come with enormous 
career implications, multi-
million-dollar swings. An 
exceptional performance can 
lead to riches. A disappoint-
ment can cost everything.

Scouting conclusions and 
draft status do not include 
lifetime guarantees. Even if 
he clears current hurdles, 
Dennis must always perform 
well enough to win a job. He 
really needs a job. He has 

family obligations. He is an 
unsafe distance from a col-
lege degree. 

In Indy, he faces an assort-
ment of tests to gauge foot-
ball potential. Sprints, 10 and 
40 yards, measure starts and 
speed. Jumps, vertical and 
long, measure leg strength 
and explosiveness. Touch-
and-go drills and nifty little 
runs around plastic cones 
measure balance, quickness 
and endurance. How many 
times he can lift an iron bar 
with 225 pounds of weight 
will provide a benchmark of 
upper body strength, stami-
na and determination. 

The physical exam in-
cludes drug screening, injury 
evaluations and precise mea-
surements to see if he really 
is 5-10 and 178.

There are mental gym-
nastics. Coaches want an 
estimate of coachability. 
One-on-one interviews pro-
vide insight into personal-
ity, poise under pressure and 
perhaps a glimpse of how 

much a young man really 
knows about football. 

The famous Wonderlic 
test, 12-minute time limit, 50 
multiple-choice questions, 
rigged to be tougher as you 
go along, supposedly mea-
sures intelligence, education 
and adaptability. 

Dennis was fearless re-
turning kickoffs, tackling in 
the open fi eld, fi ghting big-
bully receivers for footballs 
and chasing down quarter-
backs on the occasional blitz. 
He does not look forward to 
the Wonderlic test. 

Dennis Rogan, a star at 
Fulton High, did not contend 
for valedictorian honors. He 
says he might not have made 
it through without the Play 
It Smart program and aca-
demic coach Vincent Lamb-
din, equal parts mentor, ad-
vocate, counselor, teacher, 
coach and friend.

Play It Smart is an edu-
cation encouragement cam-
paign conceived by the Na-
tional Football Foundation 

and College Hall of Fame 
and partially funded (until 
now) by the NFL. It targets 
high school athletes from 
economically or socially dis-
advantaged environments.  

Play It Smart intends to 
expand the passion for sports 
to include schoolwork and 
lifestyle. The theme is don’t 
let the team down. It is a win-
ner and Dennis is a classic 
example of the payoff. 

He was great in Fulton 
football – all-time rushing 
record with 5,261 yards and 
81 touchdowns, 296 points 
as a senior, second all-time in 
the state with 19 consecutive 
100-yard rushing games in 
2005-06. Alas, he wasn’t con-
sidered big enough to survive 
as a college running back. 

I remember when Tennes-
see, awaiting test scores, was 
slow to offer a scholarship. 
I recall that some seemed 
surprised when he gained 
admission to the university. 
Many doubted that he would 
remain eligible. 

He did what he had to do 
– and he played with heart 
and soul. He broke Willie 
Gault’s UT record for kick-
off return yards. He broke 
up passes. He broke a Bruin 
jaw when he tackled UCLA 
quarterback Kevin Prince in 
the end zone for a safety. The 
break was an accident.  

He scooped up Tim 
Tebow’s fourth-quarter fum-
ble at the UT 4 and returned 
it 37 yards to ignite a Tennes-
see touchdown drive – that 
made the 2009 Gatorgame 
appear closer than it was.

Day after day, Dennis 
Rogan played with courage 
considerably bigger than his 
body.

Almost every day, Eric 
Berry overshadowed him. 
No problem. Berry projects 
much higher in the NFL 
draft. That’s OK, too. Hope-
fully, there is space for both 
and several other Volunteers. 
Make a wish. 
Marvin West invites reader reaction. His 

address is westwest6@netzero.com.

By Sandra Clark
A new management team, 

along with renewed com-
mitment from U.S. Cellular, 
ensures stability and growth 
at the soccer complex off 
Dutchtown Road in West 
Knox County.

The company has ap-
pointed local soccer club FC 
Alliance to manage the U.S. 
Cellular Soccer Complex – a 
move which should increase 
public use of the fi elds.

Knox County has held 
the ground lease for the 23-
acre, tournament-quality 
soccer complex since 1999. 
And Doug Bataille, senior 
director of Knox County 
Parks and Recreation, said 
the complex provides recre-
ational opportunities along 
with economic impact as 
families and fans travel here 
for tournaments.

“We hope the complex 
continues to bring opportu-
nities for instruction, exer-
cise, competition and fun,” 
said Tom Catani, regional 
vice president for U.S. Cel-
lular.

“We plan to increase ac-
tivity and get as many cleats 
on the ground as we can 
year-round,” said Randy 
Denton, president of the 
FC Alliance board of direc-
tors. “Many teams through 
groups such as Knoxville 
Football Club, Knox County 
Middle Schools, AYSO and 
FC Alliance play at the com-
plex, and we hope that other 
groups like Knoxville Metro 
Soccer League also will en-
joy using the fi elds in the 
future.”

FC Alliance, a nonprofi t 
organization formed through 
the merger of the Impact 
and Smoky Mountain Soccer 
Clubs in July 2008, strives 
to provide world-class train-
ing, an understanding of 
diversity and a love for the 
game of soccer.

Since assuming man-

Alliance’s goal: Play more soccer

agement of the complex, 
FC Alliance has launched 
a user-friendly Web site at 
www.uscellularsoccercom-
plex.com. It includes a cal-
endar of scheduled events 
and tournaments, a form to 
request use of the fi elds, as 
well as policies and proce-
dures.

A “Weather and Field 
Status Hotline” was created 
to provide timely updates, 
such as game cancellations 
due to inclement weather, 
and can be reached at 256-
2642.

“The goal for these fi elds 
is more play, improved ease 
of scheduling and greater 
use by the community as a 
whole,” Denton said.

Info or to schedule use of 
the fi elds: Allen Fincher at 
643-2125.
(Lauren Christ contributed to this report.)

By Ken Lay
The high school wrestling season culmi-

nated late last week at the state champion-
ships in Franklin. Several area wrestlers 
made appearances.  

The tourney began last Thursday and 
continued through Saturday but fi nal re-
sults were unavailable at press time.

In the 103-pound division, Farragut’s 
Alec Barkman and West High’s Michael Hill 
reached the tournament. At 112, local ath-
letes Colton Browning of West, Ian McKin-
ley of Bearden and Nick Maxwell of Karns 
all competed. At 119, Gibbs’ Logan Young 
and Bearden’s Kyle Walter competed on the 
state’s grand stage.

A trio of athletes from the 119-pound di-
vision were around for the fi nal weekend 
–Landyn Behn of Hardin Valley Academy, 
Tyler Kimble of Powell and Tim Pearson of 
Gibbs.

West’s Karie Barrs, Gibbs’ Matt Baker 
and Halls’ Jacob Killion each reached the 
state championships at 125.

At 135, Chris Browning of West, Seth 
Brewton of Gibbs and Ethan Farinella of 
Farragut each advanced to Franklin after 

enjoying successful campaigns.
Hardin Valley’s David Vaigneiur, Far-

ragut’s Connor Johnson and Bearden’s Kev-
in McGuire all made the tournament in the 
140-pound weight class.

At 145, Halls’ Derek Wagner and Catho-
lic’s Jarod Julies were competing in Frank-
lin at press time. Anthony Burgin, Wag-
ner’s Red Devil teammate, made it in the 
152-pound division.

At 160, Farragut’s Josh Zink, Bearden’s 
Jake Knox and Karns’ Michael Puckett all 
made it to Middle Tennessee. West High’s 
Adam Hill was the lone area competitor in 
the 171-pound weight class.

At 189, Ben Vaigneur of Hardin Valley, 
Peyton Landers of Bearden and Greg Gre-
ico of Farragut all participated in the state 
tournament.

Powell’s Michael Norman, Hardin Val-
ley’s Zach Kaser and West’s Brad Reid all 
represented their respective schools in the 
215-pound class.

Area heavyweights that made the champi-
onships were Farragut’s C.T. Leavel, Karns’ 
Chuck Manning, Gibbs’ Stephen Jackson 
and Catholic’s Greg Shurina.

Local wrestlers compete on big stage

Parker Hawk, 11, of Karns, makes a move during a fall soccer 

game at the U.S. Cellular Soccer Complex.

Giovanni Ferron, 10, of Cedar Bluff  resident, dribbles through 

the defense.

Lee Howell, 11, of Hardin Valley, gets ready to strike during a fall soccer game.

STAR needs volunteers
Shangri-La Therapeutic Academy of Riding (STAR) 

is looking for volunteers to help children and adults 
with disabilities during its spring session of therapeu-
tic horseback riding.

 Lesson Volunteer Training is 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 28. Attendees must be at least 13 years old. 
Horse experience is not necessary. Junior Volunteer 
Training for ages 10-12 is 5-7 p.m. Monday, March 1. 
Info: Melissa, 988-4711 or www.rideatstar.org.  

441-6556 • www.HousePawsVet.com

Full service vet care ~ At home convenience
Preventative Care • Diagnostics • Surgery

Doctor at 
your Door
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